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NATIONAL INTEGRITY ACTION HOLDS FIRST 

MEMBERSHIP INDUCTION CEREMONY 

 

Three-year-old advocacy organisation promoting integrity and fighting corruption, National 

Integrity Action (NIA), on Sunday hosted its first membership induction ceremony, which saw 

54 persons becoming official members of the group. 

The ceremony, held at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in Kingston, was attended by Mr. José Ugaz, 

Chair of Transparency International, the global civil society organisation promoting integrity 

and leading the fight against corruption. It was also attended by partners and supporters of the 

NIA, among them representatives from the USAID including Mission Director for Jamaica, 

Ms. Denise Herbol and COMET II Chief of Party, Mr. Douglas McCaffery; as well as UK 

DFID Representative in Jamaica, Dr. Daniel Arghiros. 

Executive Director of National Integrity Action, Professor Trevor Munroe, in his welcome, 

stated that NIA was a “dynamic, non-partisan, social organiSation” which was accepting the 

mandate to be more inclusive and to open itself to membership from Jamaicans from all walks 

of life, who want to contribute to building integrity in Jamaica. He revealed that some 70% of 

the new inductees were under 30 years old and noted that this was an excellent sign moving 

forward, as it indicated that many young people were ready to be a part of the change.   

Quite elated at this milestone for Jamaica in building integrity, the Executive Director was 

quick to point out, however, that combatting corruption was in fact, an arduous task. Quoting 

Jamaica’s Governor General, Sir Patrick Allen, Professor Munroe noted that, “Combatting 

corruption is never easy where the erosion of values has created fertile ground for corruption. 

It is a long, tedious struggle through the mud.” 

Professor Munroe had the rapt attention of the inductees as he challenged them to carry the 

message of accountability in speaking to the issues of the day. This, he said, included issues 

such as the ongoing fire at the Riverton City Dump. The programme included impactful 

testimonials from new members Franz George, Jazeel Clarke and volunteer-turned-member, 

Emma Lewis - who shared her rewarding and eye-opening experiences working with the NIA. 

Volunteers Kathryn Williams and Jillian Watson also lauded the work of NIA and the positive 

effect it has had on their own lives. 
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Transparency International Chair and attorney-at-law, José Ugaz, confessed to a feeling of 

excitement as he listened to the riveting testimonials. He was very forthright as he elaborated 

on the high levels of corruption taking place globally and the challenges facing organisations 

and individuals who take a stand for integrity and against corruption.  

NIA used this platform to screen advertisements which have been and will continue to be used 

in its advocacy campaigns. The adverts speak to, among other things, the need for campaign 

financing reform law (bringing an end to secret campaign financing) and the building of 

integrity by reducing tax evasion. 
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