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EEC SUGAR PRICE
After long resistance the European
Economic Community has finally
agreed to an increase of 8.5 per-
cent in the price of sugar exports
to the Community, guaranteed
under the Lome sugar protocol,
from the African, Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) group of countries.
This decision brings the price
increase to ACP sugar producers
in line with that which the EEC
council had approved for the Com-
munity's beet producers, thus
removing any discrimination in
policy which may have been associ-
ated with the earlier-proposal of
7.5 percent increase for sugar
i m p o r t e d from the A C P
producers.

The application of the price
increase to the current year (1981-
82) has been welcomed by the
ACP suppliers, and addressing the
diplomatic corps in Kingston last
Thursday night the Foreign
Affairs Minister, Mr. Shearer
praised the decision. But the
major question is whether
Jamaica's sugar ' production will
recover sufficiently to meet the
quota of 125,000 tons. In addi-
tion, as was reported in this news-
paper on Friday January 29,
Jamaica has been allowed a late
delivery of 15,700 tons of sugar
which represented the unfilled por-
tion of its 1980-81 quota.

For various reasons the local
sugar industry has performed dis-
mally in the last few years. As a
traditional foreign exchange ear-
ner the sugar industry has become
grossly unreliable to the extent
that Government can no longer

budget with any confidence on its
earnings. Sugar output, therefore,
will have to increase appreciably if
only to meet the quota, otherwise
it is pointless in negotiating price
increases. The Minister of Agricul-
ture, Dr. Broderick, appears deter-
mined to restore efficiency in the
sugar industry and to put it in a
healthy position to meet market
demand. However, the effort of
Government to save the industry
could be frustrated as the attitude
of groups of workers on some of
the Sugar estates would suggest.

The sugar market has been
affected by at least three factors,
namely, the slowing down in the
rate of sugar consumption, rising
sugar stocks and generally low
prices. This situation can be attri-
buted largely to an over-produc-
tion in the EEC which has posed a
serious threat to ACPsugar
exports. The EEC, with an esti-
mated record output of 14 million
tons in 1981-82, has done nothing
to reduce over-production, con-
sequently world, production in
1981-82 is expected to exceed 94.5
million tons. This, of course,
underlines the importance of the
EEC's participation in the Inter-
national Sugar Agreement.

The price increase to the
Third World sugar producers,
many of whom are almost entirely
d e p e n d e n t on the fore ign
exchange earnings from this
source, is of critical importance.
The EEC must also reassess its sys-
tem of guaranteed price which has
been the main factor encouraging
beet producers to over-supply.

NO POLICY OF SECRECT
ON PRISONS

Those predictions
We nvust confess to being over-

come by a rather quizzical mood
Tvhen re-reading Terry's New Year
predictions (published in our
Xmas annual) in the sober light of
mid-January.

"Success in golf". Welt now, in
most games someone wins and
someone else loses; or is this a
game in which people tend to com-
pete against their own previous
scores and so usually emerge feel-
ing pessimistic? "All clock towers
repaired." But how about the
clocks? We could mention a few
which recall Leontes's garbled
characterisation of lovers — in
Shakespeare's play "The Winter's
Tale" as "wishing clocks more?'

swift".
Let us not be too flippant how-

ever, but rather let us look for con-
structive hints: "A great sale of
calabashes": We have often mused
on the neglect in Jamaica of these
beautiful, non-edible fru i t , so
much in demand once in the coun-
try for making household utensils,
and so imaginatively used in craft
industries elsewhere. Who will be
the first imaginative entrepreneur
to take up the challenge?

In any event a number of Ter-
ry's predictions have come true
afready. The.y are in the Gleaner's
1981 Annual - some copies of
which are still availabe.

Says the HON.
WINSTON SPAULDING

Minlttor of National Security in a lottor dated
Fob. 2:

t1 JAM WRITING in response to an ankle by
AMr. Arthur Kitchen appearing in the

DAILY GLEANER of the 23rd January. 1982,
captioned "What hope for prison reform"?

The writer of the ankle seems to be under the mistak-

(1) At the General Penitentiary, 109 cells that were in a
state of disrepair have been repaired with a view to
reducing overcrowding.

(2) Similar work was carried out at St Catherine Dis
trict Prison with the result that 548 cells have been
repaired at this institution.

{» Repairs to the dormitories. Senior Staff Office and
the Superintendent's Office at Fort Augusta Prison are
now being undertaken and the work is about 50%
completed

(4) The dormitories at the Women's Prison are being
repaired and refurbished and work hai reached a
90% stage of completion.

en impression that nothing has been done to relieve (*) Repairs to the Hospital at the General Penitentiary
the appalling conditions which were mentioned in the u about 85% completed.

' s> 1S5 £o>r mattresses have been made by inmates
themselves. This is an ongoing process. Mattresses are
also being purchased for distribution to the
institutions.
7) In keeping with the concept of rehabilitation it is
proposed to expand the tailor shop and the library
area at the South Camp Rehabilitation Centre
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Interim Task Force Report. I might mention that
even before I appointed a Task Force to look into pre-
vailing conditions in the prisons and lock-ups, reme-
dial work was being done to remedy some of the prob-
lems mentioned in the Interim Report of the Task
Force

I recall that shortly after I was appointed Minister with
responsibility for this subject, I discovered that there
had not been proper management of food supplies in
the prisons and that this had caused serious budgetary
control problems. In fact, I had to intervene personal-
ly during the previous financial year when it was dis-
covered that the budgetary provision for food and
drink had been exhausted, thus making it necessary
for representations to be made to Government for sup-
plementary funds of over }1M in order to avoid what
would certainly have been a chaotic situation in the
prisons. '

CONTROL OF FOODSTUFF
More recently, following on certain recommendations

KITCHEN WORK
(8) A major programme of work was carried out in the

kitchen at the General Penitentiary which was in a
deplorable state, with the following results -

- mesh wire was installed around the cooking area to
reduce the fly nuisance.

- the two (2) toilets which adjoin the kitchen were par-
titioned off in keeping with proper sanitation
practices.

- the bathroom has been given a face lift with the
painting of walls and installation of new pipes.

- the water supply to the kitchen was increased by the
provision of additional piping system.

by the Auditor General a procurement committee has ~ tne concrete troughs normally used for dishwashing
been set up in the Ministry to monitor the pro- purposes have been remodeled to make for greater
curement and stock control of foodstuff in the correc- utility and improved washing facilities,
tional institutions. Certain unsatisfactory features ~ an abandoned ice-box was renovated and is cur-
which then existed have since been remedied and so
far, efforts to contain expenditure within budgeted lev-
els have been successful. To date J2.9M has been

rently being used to store meats and foodstuffs.
- two (2) extractor fans were installed to improve the
ventilation and remove the food odour.

spent for food and drink which is a significant ~ 'heets of transparent roofing have been put in place
improvement over last year's financial expenditure
performance.

Another problem which confronted roe when I came to
office was the outstanding arrears for unprovided uni-
forms for Warders whkh was the subject of a Union
dispute. Similar representations had to be made to
Government on this issue as this required additional
expenditure of some (132,000 in order to satisfy the
just and outstanding claim of the Warders.

OVERCROWDED CELLS
The situation in the correctional institutions at they

existed in November 1980 was a great source of con-
cern to me and in light of the observation in the Inter-
im Task Force Report, I felt constrained at the open

so that more light can enter the kitchen.
- glazed tiles have been placed on the walls.
- a section of the garbage collection area has been
paved thus removing what was once a breeding
ground for flies so near to the kitchen.

- all inmates working in the kitchen have been exam
ined and are now awaiting the issue of Food Handler's
Permits. In addition, caps, aprons and shoes have
been issued to all persons working in the bakery and
kitchen.

SANITATION
The sanitation problem at the General Penitentiary is

another condition whkh 1 inherited and which had
been surfacing regularly over the last five (5) years.
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the manholes.
This problem was not peculiar to the General Peniten-

tiary but also existed at Richmond Farm Prison and
in the juvenile institutions as well. A sewage pit was
recently dug; at Richmond Farm Prison and the waste
from the kitchen and the piggery which previously
emptied into the river has now been channelled into,
soakaway pits.

Generally speaking, sanitation hat been remarkably",
improved in all the institutions by the provision of'
bathing soap, washing soap and disinfectants and
every effort is being made to maintain this level with
in the limited funds available. In fact the sum of
{48,000 has so far been spent to maintain acceptable
levels of sanitation in the institutions.

Constant efforts are being made to improve the condi-
tions under which staff work in the institutions. To
this end the Staff Rest rooms at all the institutions par-
ticularly Richmond Farm Prison, Fort Augusta and
St. Catherine District Prisons have been fully
upgraded and equipped at a cost of approximately
$66,000. Of this expenditure, an amount of $25,000->

, was allocated to the South Camp Rehab Centre to pro-'
vide much-needed canteen and rest room facilities.'
Steps are being taken to maintain an atmosphere in

(Continued on Page 16)

ing of Prisoners Development Week last December to Coacern had been expressed that there was every likeli
highlight some of the areas which had been grossly nooa> of an epidemic breaking out at this institution a:
neglected over the years. . . - . - -—. M.I. .. . .

I referred to overcrowded cells, poor diet, periodic
shortage of food items, insanitary conditions, rundown
physical structures and acute shortage of ba,.c toilet

as
it was not possible to .cope with the volume of sewage
and attendant fly nuisance which was in close proxim
ity to the unscreened kitchen. The solution to this
problem is not entirely within the scope of this Min-

efforts to achieve reform, including legislator would
be frustrated.

OPINIONS on This Page, excepf for fhose in the editorials above,
do not necessan/y reflect the views of the GLEANER.

articles such as soap and disinfectant. However. I also mrv* responsibility in that the entire sewage system
stated that all these defects had to be given priority for Rae Town passes through the prison compound,
attention because until these were remedied, Carious ^ntl' tne Water Commission's new sewage plan which

would bypass the General Penitentiary is imple
men ted, the situation has to be monitored very closely
and this Ministry has been providing funds for the use
of a cesspool emptier on a regular basis. Af amount
of 11,160 has already been spent this year for hireage
of the cesspool emptier for the General Penitentiary
1 he situation has been further relieved bv the con-
struction of a sewage pit on the compound which has
eased the frequent blockages of the sewer lines and
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PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS

Voice of the People

Radio-active
waters

I would like at this stage to
cataloguing some of the m
out since November, 1980.

-""Pavement, carried

A DISGRACEFUL DECISION
The iury had the courage and good sense to say no
Which is remarkable enough. With all the loud noisei

THE EDITOR, Sir: Colin
Gregory's recent article
on the Milk River Baths
(Weekly Gleaner Dec. 21.
81. ) , jogged my memory.

In the early 1940s. I drove
my father, then City Engi-
n e e r , over tp P o r t
Antonio to attend a lec-
ture by Prof. Barnett, the
Island Chemist — a mod-
est title for so brilliant a
man. The lecture was
about the potency of the
r a d i o a c t i v e minera l

Men have suffered, for doing injury to their neigh-
bour's dog, more serious penalties than Police Con-
stable Newell has for the cold-blooded shooting of a
human being. The conclusion Mr. Berresford Smith,
the complainant, and the people of Arnett Gardens
are invited to draw is that they are less important in
whatever the scheme of things vindicated by Mr. Jus-
tice Ellis' decision than are prized German Shepherd
dogs.

A cold-blooded shooting is the implication of the fury's
finding. Berresford Smith was shot from behind. His
evidence was that he heard Newell say, "Socialist kill
my brother at East. Anywhere I see Socialist I kill
them". There is no hint of a mitigating circumstance
Yet Mr. Justice Ellis asks this country to accept that
such cold-blooded brutality merits no more than a sus-
pended sentence; a mere pat on the wristl

This is no ordinary crime. Newell is not an ordinary
person. He is a policeman; a man invested with spe-
cial powers by the state, officially armed, his mission
to uphold the law, to protect the citizen. In addition -
therefore, to the crime itself, vicious as that is, there
is the element of power abused, and of trust betrayed.
If all of that deserves no more than a suspended sen-
tence, how can it possibly be just to send some half-
witted ghetto youth to prison for six months for stabb-
ing an opponent in a fight?

Newell is a policeman, sworn to uphold the law It

being made about police orutality, and the extraor-
dinary cases that have come before the courts in
recent times, juries have seemed astonishingly loath to
bring in verdicts of guilty against members of the secu-
rity forces. Such unwillingness amounts, in fact, to a
licence to commit brutality. Policemen, I think,
would, on the statistics, be justified in believing that
they can kill any 'knotty-head bwoy' they like and get
away with it - as long as the story they tell is not vio-
lently implausible.

Exhibited courage
This jury said no. It exhibited conscience, and it exhib-

ited courage. It exhibited an expectation that police-
men should be more than criminals in uniform, the
citizen something more than a ring tailed pigeon. It
brought in a verdict of guilty on the more serious of
two possible counts. It might have found him guilty of
unlawful wounding. It chose instead to find him
guilty of wounding with intent; a verdict which
exposed him to a m a x i m u m p e n a l t y of l i f e
imprisonment.

In so finding, it found the Policeman Newell a liar;
telling the kind of story that the polke so often tell
over the lifeless bodies of citizens they have killed: he
heard shots, he fired one shot upward to scare the

apoears that he thought of his uniform and badge as crowd. When the gunshots ceased he saw the man
safe cover under which to indulge a depraved instinct. Sinitn lvinK on the ground. He later arrested him for

cultivation of ganja. The jury didn't believe that that
was how it happened.

The jury's verdict was the signal for an eruption of mor-
alums from the bench. In one of the more pertinent
of these the Judge told Newell that it was his bounden
sworn duty to guard persons against being shot and
wounded 'and not for you to wound them yourself. ."
Which shows that he appreciated the extraordinary
character of this crime.

Fit case for suspended sentence
But he would take into account character evidence giv-
en by Newell's superior; including evidence, accord-
ing to the newspaper report, "that after the incident
he had expressed penitence". Penitence for what?
According to NewelPs unsworn testimony in court he
had done nothing to be penitent about. He had heard
shots being fired from a crowd that was frustrating his
efforts to make a lawful arrest. All he had done was
fire "one shot upward to scare the crowd". That he
would have been more than entitled to do. There was
nothing in it to be penitent about. So it must either
be that Newell's superior was not speaking the truth,
or that Newell, having admitted wrong and expressed
penitence to his superior after the incident, had hard-
ened his heart and come into court with a mouthful
of lies. But Mr. Justice Ellis considers this a fit case
for a suspended sentence. It is a great tragedy that
the intriguing process of reasoning by which he
arrived at this remarkable conclusion is to remain

By

Wilmot

Perkins

A motto for labour
by Gloria Escoffery -

Our Governor General, ever mindful of
his duty to ginger up the national
morale by inspiring comments, has sug-
gested the above as a national motto
for workers which will motivate them to
get down to work while on the job. I
doubt whether a motto alone will suf-
fice. We already pay lip service to so
many principles which have no reality
in our lives. Still it is lime that we had
a pendulum wave of public opinion
flowing in this direction, and a motto
may help to achieve this end, especially
if launched by Sir Florizel.

One would logically expect that in a
society in which unemployment remains
the major problem, everyone who has a
job would dp his best to hold it by pro-
ving now indispensable he was. Of
course, we all know it doesn't work that
way; competing trade unions have
made it almost impossible to fire any-
one, however lazy, incompetent or ven-
al. What used to be true mainly of the
Civil Service has become universal.

A regular reader of the Gleaner has
implored me to write on the subject of
the short hours of opening to the pub-
lic in some government offices, and par-
ticularly in the Inland Revenue depart-
ment. It takes l ime to process
individual cases, and he complains
that, in rural towns at least, the strictly
rationed number of specialists in this
field cannot cope within the limited
hours _ of opening. Closed for lunch
between 12.00 noon and a flexible one
p.m. Open again for a mere three
hours, -'-~Tg whkh perhaps only three

appointments can be fitted in. He com-
plains about the slowness of the staff in
the regular lines; of course we know all
about that already: it seems hardly
worthwhile lo bring it up here.

Jamaica, no problem
The latest, or should I say recurrent,

excuse in government ana I suppose
other offices in, "no processing done
because of power cuts." And I admit
that this is at least 50 percent valid, for
computers, electric typewriters and so
on cannot function without electric cur-
rent. However, I suspect that when
long after load shedding ceases and the
machines could be ticking merrily
away, some employees sit polishing
their nails and thinking, "Oh well, only
another hour or so to closing time anv-
way. Why worry?" '

"JAMAICA, NO PROBLEM". Our dear
Governor General will have a hard time
combatting a motto that not only pro-
liferates on the T shirted chests and
backs of our youth but also blossoms in
their hearts. Bless them, this makes
them delightful people for tourists to
while away an hour or two with, but it
isn't conducive to the recovery of our
economy. I know that the sociologists
(if I read their tones but I don't
because I can't get through the jargon)
would rebuke me and point to our
slave past etc. etc., and say they
haven't ever learnt to think of work as
something that benefits them. This
may be so, but I think we have to start
to think of explanations and solutions
in terms of a more recent past: the
demoralisation of Jamaica today must
be traced largely to what Wilmot Perk-

ins has so aptly ascribed in his recent
article "an educational slum" to the pre-
vious middle class P.N.P. government's
muddle-headed sentimentalisation of
sloppiness or "desanitization". What if
Jolly Joseph buses or ambulances don't
work ana machines are thrown on the
dust heap-for the want of a little ele-
mentary servicing. "Try a bit of string
to tie the thing together nuh? If it
don't work no dash it way?"

National crisis needed
I hate even to think such a thought,
much less to put it in writing, but per-
haps a serious national crisis is what we
need to pull us together. What am I
saying? Have not all the authorities, all
the sensible columnists, been telling us
that 1982 is such a year of crisis?

If only we could accept the unpalatable
fact that Jamaka's problem is OUR
problem I

I have noticed that there is a tendency
in Jamaica for people to dissociate
themselves even from the institutions
and associations which, presumably,
exist only to further their interests. In
Poland there is no doubt that Solidarity
solidly represents the working class. In
Jamaica people tend to be rather flir-
tatious in their attitude to the trade
unions. After all, there is always a rival
suitor in the wings.

Trade Union
This is not entirely true, however,

because workers tend to get locked into
a trade union and to feef locked in and
unable to escape because of negotia-
tions going on and on without the possi-
bility of the members backing out and

asking for representation by a different
union. Just before the last big Kaiser
Bauxite layoff crisis was averted in
December by the action of the Prime
Minister in getting the latest Reagan
offer, a Kaiser worker knocked at my
gate one evening with a story which he
wanted publicised. He wanted me to
write an article explaining that the
N.W.U. was playing politics and that
its policy of holding out on certain
terms did not represent the views of
most workers. No meeting had been
held to find out what the workers want-
ed. No polls had been taken, vet the
delegates had proclaimed that this had
been done and the majority were
behind them.

The workers were being squeezed
between a politicised union which want-
ed a disaster in the bauxite industry so
that the J.L.P government would fail
and the Bauxite companies which want-
ed the government squeezed to the
point where it would remove the baux-
ite levy. Of course, at this point every-
one was in such a state of anxiety that
work was minimal.

An interesting situation; I recorded my
informant's views just as he outlined
them, but my article was outdated by
events. The point I wish to snake here
a that these prolonged labour disputes
aren't conducive to increased productiv-
ity. Wilmot Perkins' beautifully rea-
soned analyses of our national pre-
dicament will evoke admiration from
readers capable of appreciating them
but will not reach the masses. Let us
try the G.G's short cut method of a
motto, at least it can't do any harml

undisclosed. What "viprous verm ins" (sic) gnawing at
the entrails of his Lordship's discretion led to so mani-
fest an absurdity, not to speak of injustice?

The outcome of this case is an immeasurable social
tragedy. It is a pity, a great and glaring pjty, that his
Lordship did not see fit to take into account the meas-
ure of the grievance of Mr. Berresford Smith and the
people of Arnett Gardens; and, if they are wise, of
Kema, and Tivoli; wherever in this country there are
people like Mr Smith, whatever their political per-
suasions, liable to be mistaken by trigger-happy police-
men for ring-tailed pigeons. Which of us can be sure
that we won t be so mistaken on a dark night? There-
fore which of us does not have a grievance in the
shooting of Mr. Berresford Smith? Is that grievance
satisfied by a suspended sentence? Is not the court
saying that this deliberate and brutal and wholly
unjustified shooting of a human being, a citizen of
this country, by the police is a trivial matter? If the
court denies the victim satisfaction, where is it to be
found? I will tell you. In revenge, and the anarchy
that follows it. It is as a more rational alternative that
courts exist. For a court to deny a victim the psychic
satisfaction of having his wrong adequately redressed
— sociologists would speak of tne restoration of equi-
librium - is to invite lawlessness. It would, I'm sure,

be fertile of new insights and effective policies to look
at our epidemic crime and gunmanship against the
background of the performance of our courts and oth-
er instruments concerned with the administration of
justice; and the extent to which these have failed to
measure up to public expectations. Courts do not just
exist to be respected and obeyed,,whatever they do or
fail to do. They are social institutions. They exist to
fulfill social purposes. They either do this well or
badly.

In the end what it really comes down to is a judgement
about the kind of lamaica in which one would like to
live. Mr. Justice Ellis' Jamaica is not mine. But then
the Chief Justice's isn't mine either. Much against my
will I endure them both.

Seabed Contract
THE EDITOR, Sir:- In

your issue of Saturday,
January SO, 1982, Page 9
(Building Page), there
was an article headlined
"Seabed Headquarters
Contract Awarded —
Masterbuilders Critical".

Neither the Executive
Council nor the President
has authorised anyone to
speak on behalf of the
A ssoc i a t i on . T h e
Incorporated Master-
builders Association of
lamaica dissociates itself
from the contents of the
article.

I am, etc.,
R. A. LAKE

President
The Incorporated Master-

builders Association of
Jamaka

5 Oxford Park Ave.
Kingston 5.
February 2, 1982.

NOTE: Our reporter
states that the informa-
tion was given to him by
a member of the Execu-
tive Council and checked
with another member of
the Council - The
Editor.

springs of Jamaica. The
learned professor droned
on for hours about the
number of "curies per
litre" — the measure-
ment named after Mme
Curie — contained in
each one of the springs. I
fe l l asleep. But not
before I had been deepfy
impressed with the out-
standing qualities and
curative potentials of our
many mineral springs.

A few years later, my good'
friend - and clknt -
Abe issa, consulted me
about a proposal he want-
ed to put up to the Gov-
ernment for the devel- _
opment of the Milk River
Baths. He envisaged the
total remodelling of the
baths with well appointed „
fac i l i t ies and a play-
ground for the general
public. But the main fea-
ture was to be a luxury
hotel /sanatorium at the
top of adjoining Round
Hill. The problem was to
get the radioactive water
to the top of the hill with-
out loss of potency. (I —
was aware of this from •
the Barnett lecture).

Further scientific con-
sultation confirmed our
fears in this regard. We
wrote all over the world—
to find someone who
could solve the vital prob-
lem. Eventually we found
a firm in Austria. They
claimed that they made a
special type of copper
pipe with glass lining that
would do the trick for us.
They warned, however,
that the amount of pipe
that would be needed
would be enormously
expensive. What did that
matter, claimed Abe,
when we could advertise:
"The most potent radio-
active waters in the
world."

We submitted detailed pro-
posals to the Govern- "
ment. They were immedi-
ately met with an outcry •
from the politicians that ;
there was a project on •
foot to take away the ;
birthright of the people ;
And we e v e n t u a l l y *
received the usual admin- Z
istrative prevarication. -
"The Government itself -
has under active consid- »
eration the modernising ;
of the Baths and the tree- ;
tion of proper facilities". *
No amount of lobbying »
in the corridors of power *
got us anywhere. That "
was over forty yean ago. •
Over to you C o l i n •
Gregory. •

Incidentally, it was Abe?
Issa who built TOWER
Isle Hotel in what was
then a virtual wilderness
— and created Ocbo
Rios, the Island's leading
tourist resort area.

I am. etc.,
DOUGLAS J. JUDAH.

822 Druid Hills Road.
Temple Terrace, Fl.

33617.
January 12, 1982.
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