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Editorials
WHAT IS HAPPENING IN AGRICULTURE?

The Parliamentary Secretary in the Min to farm: credit is being made available,
istry of Industry and Commerce, Mr. Les- and a statement by the Prime Minister
lie Birch, has told the House of Represen- suggests that the nationalized Barclays
tatives that food imports between January will go even further in making farm cred-
and July 12. this year were $17 million it available; the guaranteed prices for a
less than for the same period last year, number of items have been increased sub-
This represents a 27 per cent decrease Siantially by the A.M.C.
which is no small amount, particularly if It is significant to note however that
this can be sustained throughout the there is absolutely no indication as to
year. how the domestic agriculture sector is per-

However, (here seems to be some dis-. forming. We are well into the second half
crepancy regarding the figures quoted by of the year and. as far as we know, there
Mr. Birch. The Statistical Abstract for are no statistics as to what has been pro
1976 published by the Department of Sta- duced so far . Or. at least if these statis-
tistics shows food imports for that year of tics do exist they have not been made
S166 million. The figures for just under public. Just as it is possible to know what
six and a half months suggest that the food has been imported, m o n t h by
decrease may have been greater than month, we would think it even more
stated by Mr. Birch.

In any event, the evidence is clear
that food imports in 1977 are less than

important that statistics be kept as to agri-
cultural production, month by month.
This would give the authorities an idea as
to how their programmes are getting

they wre in 1976. and the reason for this a|ong and where the prob|em areas are.
l ack of '0"'gn Granted, it would lake time, effort
the supermarkets- and money to cornpi|e these statistics.

is very s imple : . the
exchange. A look in
will show that only the most basic food
items which cannot" be produced in
Jamaica are being imported.

The implications (or local agriculture tr,e
are obvious. There has never been a
greater incentive to produce in agricul-
ture than there is today. Government pol-
icy b aimed at this objective. Land is duct ion
being made avai lable for those who want target.

However, given the importance of this sec
tor such an effort would certainly seem to
be justified. Especially as it appears tha t

Prime Minister and his colleagues
have been given figures and statistics
which led the Prime Minister to say to
the House early last month that the Pro-

Plan in a g r i c u l t u r e was on

The Senate comes alive
The S e n a t e in recent weeks has

shown some semblance of ^ v i t a l i t y , in
contrast to the performance .earlier this
year. A concerted e f fo r t is being made
to complete for the first t ime in three
years the a n n u a l S ta le of the N a t i o n
debate.

This debate has given rise to spirited
exchanges over the recall of episodes in
the last General Election, and whi l e
motions of privilege may not be the
ideal way for a second chamber to
occupy its time the vigour of debate
has been a welcome change from the
moribund past

There remain some areas of dis
sat isfact ion The Government side of
the Senate in th i s , as unde r previous
administrations, tends 10 telescope ihe
passage of legislation where convenience
demands it The process operates bv
eliminating the min imum week a b i l l
should lie on the t ab le before i t is debar
ed. In theory ample time should be giv
en for study of the legislation which
must surely be i m p o r t a n t for a chamber

of review, especially as this extra time
affords the publ ic a chance to partici-
pate wi th its views.

Recent examples were two bills deal-
ing wi th slum areas and land acquisi-
t ion w h i c h w e r e i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e
House on a Tuesday and passed in the
Senate by Friday of the same week -a
scant four days.

A similar complaint was raised last
week by the Opposition in relation to
the controversial income tax legislation
because amendments were brought on
Friday and the bill passed the same day.
In this case, however, the bi l l had been
before the Senate for three weeks. The
Opposition should have been ready,
w i t h t h e i r own amendments . There is
need for normal courtesies in th is a rea
but nobody should have to be spoon
fed The question may well have been
raised as to whether in view of Section
55 (•() ol the Constitution, the Senate
has the authority to proceed upon the
amendment to the Bill.

OPINIONS on this page, except for those in the editorials above,
do not necessarily reflect the views of the GLEANER.

Power o'er the
people

by Claire Warner
The heavy-mannered hand of the government was nev-

er more starkly revealed than in the recent statement
by the Prime Minister that, even if the country
should strike oil and become rich, he would not
allow anyone in Jamaica to enjoy what he regards as
luxuries. It is typical 'of the dread and spiteful spirit
which has inhabited the man since he first tasted
power over the people.

er for the People", and his
inspired supporters cut a
record with extracts from
his speeches. If you are not
in possession of a copy of
that popular record of the
lime, let me give you a
sampling of the words on
side one: -
"We have a government
that is more concerned with
holding power than with
upholding principles ...
What we need is to pro-
claim a set of principles
and live by them ... Govern-
ment dares to talk ol shar-
ing the wealth when our
condition may be better
described as spreading the
poverty ... Every act of cor-
ruption means that some-
thing has been done in the
name of the government

Once there was a man who
preached love and unity;
claimed a burning desire
to see the people enjoying
a better life: acted the
p a r t o f a s t r o n g b u t
h u m b l e l e a d e r a n d
enjoined his followers, and
the nation as a whole, to
walk with Godliness and
humili ty.

Now, entrusted with near
absolute power, he is trans-
formed. Trailed by a col-
lection of obsequious yes-
men he marches across this
narrow province of the
Third World, leaving in
his wake a cloud of dust to
be swal lowed by those
struggling to touch the
hem of his k a r e b a . His
voice cuts the air like a
rapier, and the elect of the
people applaud and gen-
uflect. His speech is of v i t -
riol and vinegar. His anger
unleashed: not against the
ru le rs , bu t against the
people'.

In 1972 he demanded "Row.

that ought not to have been
done ... Let us understand
that it is not necessary to
destroy to make change ...
If people do not (eel thai
they can influence govern-
ment and participate in gov

ernmem there is no democ-
racy ... What f would like
is to bring into the political
mainstream all the people
of talent and energy, asking
only that they share the
commitment with Jamaica
... I challenge and invite
all Jamaicans, young and

I old. rich or poor, to rise up
and help Jamaica out of
this crisis."

It is a different story: now.
We are in a deeper crisis
and yet. five and a half
years later, there is no
love, no unity; and the
commitment is only to
remain in power no matter
what the cost: no matter
what the pain and suffer-
ing of the people. He who
came to improve our lot
now tells us that whatever
it is that he regards as lux-
uries shall be denied us for
the rest of our lives.

Had he spoken those words
in parliament we might
have expected his fawning
followers to beat the tables
with fiendish glee: How
happy they always seem to
be whenever hardships and
privations are announced!

Walk humbly
When we gathered for his

swearing-in on March 2,
1972 we heard the Prime
Minister pledge a govern-
ment of truth and humili-
ty His words were: "If
those who claim to lead
walk humbly with the
people, then the people
will walk humbly with
those who lead with humili-
ty." How different the sen-

A peerless and lonely colossus
He s t i l l bes t r ides a peerless and lonely colossus, the na r

row w o r l d of t h i s n a t i o n s pol i t ica l experience, a srmi
nal i n f l u e n c e t h a t p r o f o u n d l y a f f e c t e d t h a t wor ld
and l e f t i t never to be the same again

l o his cousin N o r m a n Man ley . he was an ignoramus 1 o
him. my cousin N o r m a n . . great bar r i s te r N O 1 A
P O L I T I C I A N hut giejt l awye r . " A kind of unspoiled
almost c h i l d l i k e generosiiy and s i m p l i c i t y , r emarkab l e in a
man of ins age. were among his most engaging quali t ies .

One has a icclmg ( h a t history might well accept both ]U<lg
ments and in doing so givr grea ter homage to A lexande r
Bus tamante t h r m a n of humble origin and l i m i t e d f o r m a l
education, who nonetheless brought 10 his rendezvous w i t h
l peoples des tmv m o n u m e n t a l personal q u a l i t i e s of
rourgae. and decisiveness, and de te rmina t ion and mag
n a m m i t y . and an i n s i m c t i v e h a t r e d of in jus t ice an origi
na l . of wh ich w h a t elsr we havr so far had are pah1 copies
and d i f f e r e n t versions

Btutamante wa> no sophisticated and scholarly intellectual.
Hi* method wu almou purely instinctual. Where iiutinct
couldn't take him. he couldn't go: which means thai he
was able to lead thus far and no further. But forty years
alter his fint entry into public life, a decade after bis retire-
ment and now after his death, his limitation remain - not-
withstanding a host of intellectual and ideological pre
tensions — the limitations of Jamaican politics. Moses hai
left us; and a succession of Jothaus, lesser men. have us mil-
ling about in the wildernen. unable to point the direction
to the promised land

In 1956 1 was a young and t o t a l l y unknown reporter on the
staff of Public Opinion w h i c h was a kind of unof f i c i a l
organ of the Peoples National P a r t y . Wanting to in t e rv i ew
Buslamanie in connection with a story on which I was work
ing. I rang his office it the BITLi. and became hopelessly
entangled in the protective net which Miss Longbridge. as
fhe then was. threw around him to filter out all unneces
iary nusiancei Suddenly, we were in ter rupted .

"What is all this going on- This is Bustamante here'
That was the commencement of my first ever conversation

by Wilmot Perkins
with him. Nervously. I s tar ted to exp la in who 1 was. where
I was from, and wha t I w a n t e d : but before 1 was able lo
complete my little speech. I was interrupted again

"Cone along son, saia the voice at the other end of the tele
phone, "and when you come tell them tha t Bustamante
says you must come in."

J. C. Proute. who had then only recen t ly come 10 J ama ica ,
went w i t h me: and we had no d i f f i c u l t y getting in. The
problem was to get out for the Chief sat us down, offered
us a d r i n k , answered oui questions, and then qui te - sponta
neously launched into the story of his own l i f e in rich'
detai l , following which he started on the several dist in
guished members of his ' f a m i l y pr ide of place going to his
political oponent, "my cousin N o r m a n genius . great
lawyer!

Almost despotic
Bustamante had, as'the Chief Justice has said, a profound

respect for law. He had also a very strong sense of fairplay:
and a commitment to help and protect the weak and the
underprivileged. But those were the boundaries of a firm,
unchallengeable almost despotic leadership.

I remember on another occasion, much later when I was
working with the JBC. interviewing him at his house on
Tucker Avenue in the presence of a number of his lieuten
ants, among them a gentleman who held high office in the
Party. Busta said something. 1 cannot now remember
wha t , which provoked the gentleman to intervene

"No Chief. What you musl say is ...
His voice trailed off. Pregnant silence. Busta was tu rn ing ,

ever so slowly, in his c h a i r the gentleman meanwhile sink
ing rapidly into his F i n a l l y , a f t e r a moment of w h a t had
began to seem in te rminab le agony, Busta laced him

"What you say? He spoke v e r y , very quie t ly .
There was s tut ter ing from the depths of the gen t l emans

armchair.
"I mean ... wha t I mean . . ." Bus t a . cu t him short , speaking

in the same soft voice.
"You said must! Must is imperative!! And I am the leader!!!'

He then turned, as if nothing had happened, to resume his
interview.

It was Bustamante who made the decisions; Bustamante who
was responsible. No excuses. No longwinded ratiocinations.
"The man who makes no mistakes,' he said, "is the one
who does nothing. It is best to learn from mistakes by not
repeating them." But that, of course, means accepting and
admitting that one has made a mistake, that one b respon-
sible for error. That posed no difficulty for him. He was
far too big a man for that.

'The tyrant of the Chersonese
Was freedom 11 best and bravest friend,
O thtt the prefcem flour could lend
Another despot of the kind,
Such chains as his were sure to bind."
Another memorable aspect of Bustamantc s character was his

chivalrous regard for women, women of all kinds and cias
ses. remarkable in a society in which they have tended to
be regarded as objects of the crudest exploitation. Lady
Busiamante was not only a wi fe , but a companion in arms,
and the only person from whom I h a v e seen him tolerate
the imperative She was. in my experience, never far away
when he talked to reporters, and the f inal outcome of an
interview was very much a matter of what she was going to
permit to be sauh

One of his favourite stories' concerned the famous incident
near Vic to r i a s 'statue when he confronted a police detach
ment led by an'Inspector Orrett, whom he insisted on cal l -
ing Harriet . As the moment of t ru th approached Busta.
having advised Harriet that in going he intended to make
damn sure "that he went with him, shouted:

"Get behind tjiat statue Miss Longbridge." To which she
replied:

"No Chief. 1 wi l l die with you."
The old man's eyes would become a l i t t le misty, as he uttered

the f inal words of his tale:
"A young girl, nineteen years old. J wi l l never forget i t . . .

never forget i t . " From all appearances he never did

As I See it — by Harris Bias

A GIANT PASSES ON

timeots today)
The basic difference is that

when Michael Manley won
in 1972 he was the servant
of the people: today he is
their master. He holds
their destiny in his hands
and their fate depends
upon his temper and his
mood. Flushed with the
red wine of Castroism he
returned fron Havana to
threaten and cajole: and
to invite those with ambi-
tion for the good life to
leave the country- He may
have expressed bitter
regret at that remark, but
now. two years to the day
and again fresh from
Havana he says he will not
"bribe people to remain at
home'*. It reeks of the arro,-
gance of "backra massa'
addressing his serfs or of
"big bawie" speaking to
his non-unionised employ-
ees. The NWU has shut
down many a -business
place for less than that.

We, the people, once encour-
aged to feel that we could
"influence government and
participate in government"
are now told that if we do
not like the taxation policy
we are free to leave. Mark
well the words. Not free to
protest and oppose, but
free to leave. Shall we ask:
who owns this land?

The JMA's spirited response
to the situation is long,
long overdue. We can only
hope thai they will not
back off as soon as a few
soothing words are whis-
pered in their ears: or if
some demi-god of recent
birth should squawk. Let's
face it: the private sector
has been pretty soft. Slow-
ly but surely the fist is
t i g h t e n i n g a b o u t o u r
throats, yet its leadership
has always seemed more
concerned w i t h saving
their own skins than with
h e l p i n g to r e scue the
nation from the yawning
abyss.

The radicals
The solutions to the country's

present problems do not
lie in the granting of a few
import permits, nor in the
charitable creation of a
few summer jobs for the
youth. We need basic polit-
ical solutions and much,
much less of the pitchy-
patchy propositions put for-
ward by people who seem
anxious to speak but reluc-
tant to tell it like it is.
There is one thing about
the radicals: they stand up
and work for what they
believe.

Mr. Winston Mahfood is 10
be commended for coming
so close to the point. He
has behaved as a citizen
should: letting it be under
stood that his rights are no
less than .those of the
people f o r whom l i f e
begins with membership in
the PMP. It is time again
to remind every member
of the government t h a t
Jamaica belongs to more
than two million people
and not j u s t to t h o s e
favoured by the ru l ing
party.

The plan to organise public
meetings to discuss the
state of the country is to
be encouraged. It is lawful
and peaceful action to
which a people under siege
must resort. Hopefully it
will spur the Opposition to
become more vocal and
more visible in performing
its duties and responsi-
bilit ies. Right now i ts
image is that of a defeated
b a t t a l i o n , weary o( the
struggle and fearful that it
stands alone in a righteous
but dying cause.

THE GIANT IS DEAD. The Rt. Excel
lent Sir Alexander Bustamante. Nation-
al Hero, one of the towering figures in
Jamaica's political l i fe is gone, ending
more than half a century of dedicated
and devoted service to the nation and
its people carving a name for himself
for all times in the annals of the history
of ibis country.

The final hour came for the man who was
popularly known as "Busta" or the "Chief"
on Saturday, at the age of 93. Bringing an

. end. that had been anticipated. However.
, although the country and those who knew
, bin throughout the world were prepared
. for that moment, it nonetheless came as a

- shock, and,within minutes of the announce-
- ment the nation started.to mourn. The

signs of grief and regret were real from
• both high and low in the society. Real.

because Sir Alexander in his own way had
. reached out and touched the lives of all the

people of this generation in some way' or
:- the other
•The tributary messages and condolences that

poured in to his widow. Lady Bustamante
and the Prime Minister, the Hon. Michael
Manley from within and outside Jamaica
are tangible evidence to Sir Alexander's
already secure place in Jamaica's and the
Caribbean region's history. He was a giant
in old and modern Jamaica, and has left his
giant footprints on the sands of time.

Bright light
Sir Alexander came to national prominence

daring the turbulent 19J8 era. defying all
odds to champion the cause of the poor suf •
ieriflf working clan people of the country
as they struggled to rid themselves from the
studies of slavery.

He came at a bright light in their darkened
world and gave them hope and something
to live for.

Sir Alexander, like Prime Minister Manley. has
through devotion, and commitment devel-
oped a common bond to help the masses of
Jamaica. They have bpth succeeded, but
the struggle must go on. and with ht* death
must come renewed vigour to continue the
battle.

The Chief had outlived most of his contempp-

f

raries in the 1938 struggle, the most notable
were the Rt. Excellent Marcus Garvey who
paved the way. but (ailed in some way
because the working class at that time did
not have much confidence in people of
their own race, the other was the Rt. Excel
lent Norman Washington Manley who
offered his intellect to the .struggle. Both
too. emerged as national heroes,

Sir Alexander on Saturday concluded his long
walk in the march of history despite
moments of anquish. despite moments of
defeat and having bad many moments of
triumphs. He'never seemed to have doubted
that he would play an epochal role in snap'-
ing the destiny of Jamaica. He died a living
legend to the 2 million people in this coun-
try who will pay homage to him for the rest
.of their lives.

Uncertain
With his death Jamaica now approaches a

new era in somewhat uncertain terms. He
has left this World with the party he found-
ed in Opposition and the country he loved
so much torn fiercely by party rivalry and a

sagging economy, but he left us. secure in
the feeling that the Jamaican people if
united, can surmount any crisis.

Many people of my generation know very little
of Busta and what we know/ we know only
from what we have read. However, as a
reporter. I had the privilege several times of
visiting him at his home in Irish Town dur-
ing my work.

"A kiss for me"
I recalled vividly my last visit to Sir Alexander

during the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment conference held here. The Duke of
Edinburgh was paying him a call, and on

•his- arrival after greeting him, the Chiefs
reply to him was "how is the wife, give her
a kiss for me."

He was a man who said what he meant and
meant what he said. He was a priceless
Jamaican.

And as we mourn Sir Alexander, we must nev-
er forget that debt of gratitude we as a
nation owe to Lady Bustamante who, with
patience and loving care, stuck by him
through all the years. She too is a priceless
Jamaican.

To thine own
self. . .

THE KD1TOR. Sir: I have
been for (he past few months
a careful reader of Wilmot
Perkins' and Claire Warner's
contributions tq your pub-
lication: and as one of our
Country's hard-working tax-
payers, I can t ru thful ly say
that by reading them I have
become enlightened in many
phases relative to the run-
ning of our Government ,
that is. whereas I was blind
now 1 do s,e e and
understand.

Their contributions have
never taught me to hate any
poli t ic ian, par ty or class,
they have only brought out
those very lines of Shake-
speare, which • I learned in
my youth — which 1 failed
at times to practise in all
aspects of my life. "To thine
own self be true and it fol-
lows as. night the day. thou
cans't not then be false to
any man."

1 sincerly pray for the con-
tinued protection of these col-
umnists as also for everyone
who aftheres to' the principles
of truth.

I am, etc..
N I N A W, S M A L L H O R N

(Mrs.)
Lodge
July 25, 1977.

Voice of the People
That sense of morality

THE EDITOR, Sir Not many adult Jamaicans today
can seriously deny having heard at some time or other, wheth-
er in some public place or behind'closed doors the allegation
that politicians are the chief cause1 of the escalating acts of
violent crimes within our nation.

i r respect ive of who is
involved or the consequences
to any political party or
individual."

No politician to my recol-
lection, has ever committed
himself, or his party to any-
thing as bold, as decisive.
and as challenging on the
problem of criminal violence.
as the above statement by
Senator Spaulding. Here is a
cause begging for crusaders.
To alert public opinion to
amplify the Senator's call, to
bring pressure on govern-
ment, so that this cancer in •
our society is not again hid-
den' away in our conscience
like some shameful secret nev-
er to be openly discussed.
but ever present in our
minds.

I'am. etc.,
MICHAEL GIBBS.

42 Lucas Road.
Kingston 2.
July 19, 1977.

From my own experience
people seem to carry no mor-
al censure any longer for any
politician who they may whis-
per about as being associated
with gunmen. Political gun-
manship has by public cow-
ardice, and our moral decay,
bullied its way to respect-
ability, and is almost «n
accepted way of life.

Can you understand ray
utter shock, and absolute:
delight to read a statement
in your paper on July IS by
Senator Winston Spaulding.
as spokesman of National
Security and Justice for the
J.L.P., calling for public sup-
port iot the Police Force,
and an investigation into the
whole area of gunmanship.
Let me quote, what is to my
mind the most remarkable
sentence of Mr Spaulding s
statement: "It is clear that
this monster of crime and
g u n m a n s h i p ' m u s t be
destroyed once and for all

Legalising ganja
THE EDITOR. Sir: - One
hears wi th considerable
alarm and-misgiv ing the,
arguments being put forward
for legalising ganja. This pro--
posal which is being put for-
ward by certain intellectuals
who seem bent upon reshap-
ing and transforming our
society, and up to now most
regrettably for the worst,
should not be seriously enter-
tained for one moment.

Those who believe that
ganja is harmless should look
around at the youths who
start using it in our schools
and lose all interest in their
studies, sometimes dropping
out of school and university'
entirely, deteriorating in
their attitude and deport
ment and more • often. than
not becoming so addictive, as
to be completely unproduc-
tive. This is the least harmful
aspect of the use of ganja.
because there are those
whose > brains become dam-
aged and who under the
influence of this drug" have
been led to commit serious
crimes, robbery, rape and
murder . In various tests
made on the possible harm-
ful effects of ganja n has
been proven to cause brain
damage and even if it had
not been so proven, the mere
fact tha t there is some doubt
about its ability to do so.
should be enough to make
every responsible . citizen, of
Jamaica come out in con-
demnation of any plan to
legalise its use.

Unproductive
With a society like ours,

a l ready so unproductive,
everything possible should be
done to prevent others from
becoming so. Legalising gan-
ja wiH not help Jamaicans to
become more productive.
Can anyone imagine our suc-
cessful business and profes-
s iona l people as g a n j a
smokers? Would they have
got where they are if they
were?.

One wonders if when this
period of Jamaican history
comes Uj'-be written, it .will
go down as a period when
the intel lectuals in their
efforts to restructure our
society to what they consider
to be the ideal, will be
looked upon, not as heroes as
they may imagine, but as the
villains of the piece, who
did, if even inadvertently,
more harm than good.

-There seems indeed lo be
too much "kicking over the
traces." ridiculing proven
standards of behaviour, and
calling the particular atti-
tude which has resulted "per-
missiveness": but sin is sin by
whatever name it is called.
There also seems to be too
much emphasis on change
until one suspects it is now a
matter of change for the sake'
of change, w i thou t reajly
stopping to find out if the
change in a particular direc-
tion will be 'beneficial. A.
great deal of the changes
implemented and being advo
caied are opening the doors
to serious indiscipline and
real evil in our society.

Visitors
Legalising ganja will lead

to increased crime of every
description. It will attract
the worst kind of visitor to
our doors. The police and
security forces are •hard
pressed as it is. How will they
manage to control more
crime?

Today sadly, the tried and
true are being cast aside:
some would even cast aside
Christia'nity which they
would have us believe has
failed, to the extent of
endorsing strange culu in
order to placate certain sec-
tions. But God is not mocked
and His standards have not
changed. His spotless Son
s t i l l r e m a i n s , t h e .
incomparable and only Sav-
iour of lost and bewildered
mankind. Let us as a nation
turn to Him in repentance

and truth and He will guide
us not to endorse sin but to
(urn from it.

I am. etc.,
H. A. BROOKS (Mrs.)

17 Cove Avenue. *?
Kingston 17.
July 6. 1977,

Bellevue
THE EDITOR. Sir:- I saw
the Minis t ry of Hea l th ' s
appeal in an advertisement
in today s Gleaner for people
to get rid of any garbage
that would form breeding
places for the aedes aegypti
mosquito, the car r ie r of
"dengue fever."

On Sunday last I had the
unpleasant duty of visiting.
4emporarily I hasten to add. -
Bellevue Hospital. Behind
the Admissions O f f i c e an

:open dra in held s t agnan t
water, a cement catchment
was also water filled, and
empty cans and other con
tamers Were thrown around
the -area inc luding on a
ne,arby roof.

I would like to ask the
Ministry if Bellevue does not
fall under its auspices, if the
normal activity of this Min
istry would not be to prevent
the entirely unsatisfactory
conditions I saw on Sunday
from ever occurring in areas
under in control, epidemic
of dengue or not. or if it has'
not been shown or deemed,
that aedes aegypti does not.
as a matter "of personal pref
ercnce. visit Bellevue for the
purpose of breeding?

I would respectfully sug
gcst to the Minister of Health
that there may be qui te a
number of mad people inside
Bellevue who. even so. would
know^that the first a t t r ibutes
a Government ol the Min
isters leaning should h a v e is
a social conscience.

Other conditions 1 saw at
Bellevue I wilf not comment
on now only to say they seem
h a r d l y c o n d u c i v e 10 the
patients recovery

• I am. etc..
C HUDSON

fSewport West
July 19. 1977

\ Licence plates
THK EDITOR. Sir "Vic-
t im" in his l e t t e r to you
which was published on J u l y
17 under the caption "Gentle
m a n i n t h e L a v a t o r y
i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e c a r
involved in the recent hold
up of the Rapid-Sheffield
shop carried no licence plate
on its rear and that the front
plate was so badly obscured
as 10 be unreadable

Over the .years I h a v e
stressed the need lor the
Police to take action against
persons who are cont inual ly
flouting this provision of the
Motor \ehicle Law but to no
effect I have quoted cases in
whicfi vehicles involved in
accidents have been able to
escape responsibil i ty by
merely speeding away well
knowing tha t the veh ic l e
couUI not be i d e n t i f i e d
because the licence plate, if
one even exists, is qu i t e
undecipherable

1 have taken up the mat
: ter- with the Jamaica Automo- '
bile Association and with the
insurnace companies but to
no effect. It is not uncom
mon to see vehicles which
have recently passed the
Motor Vehicle Examiner
with ba t t e r ed , obscured
licence plates, with only once
licence (Jlate and on occa-
sion, with ho licence plate at
all. '

Can we hope that with a
new Police High. Command
more' attention will be paid
to the mam breaches of the
Motor Vehicle Law.

1 an. etc..
C. GREAVES HILL

16 Dewsbuty Ave
Kingston 6.
July 18. 1971


